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13 Not;. 1907. I received your letter this morning; my letter of enquiry
must have crossed yours.
I must frankly state that I am somewhat disappointed over the radium
affair. I was given to understand some months ago that I was to be
loaned a considerable quantity of radium by the Austrian Academy; then
the wish to please two people leads to a joint distribution; and now I
find you wish to have practically the whole use of the loaned sample for
a considerable time.
I had made preparations for work in several directions which must
of necessity be postponed until I get a supply of radium at my own
hand. In this connection also, I recognise very clearly that there is no
time like the present.
However, I am desirous of meeting your wishes as far as I can, for
I quite recognise the importance of not dividing the specimen. My
initial proposition appeared to me reasonable since by an occasional
interchange of the emanation from a half quantity, each of us would be
able to get the Advantage of the whole.
You suggest that you would like the use of the 350 tngrs, radium
bromide for a year or so. I think it very desirable in the interests of
both of us to have a very definite agreement on this point. I am willing
to forego my claim on the radium in the meantime if you would
agree to hand over the whole preparation to me not later than Jan, ist,
1909. This would allow you time to carry out a good many of the
experiments you have in view, with a large quantity of radium. The
date of handing over must .not depend on whether any particular work
is finished, or not, for I recognise that there will be plenty of work to
do on this subject for a decade or more.
As you propose, I should also like to have an occasional 'draw* of
the emanation from your stock. To be definite, I would suggest that
I do not ask for more, on the average, than eight days collection of
emanation per month. I would be willing to reciprocate when my turn
comes. I told you I am practically destitute of radium and this arrange-
ment would help me in several directions. Naturally, however, I could
not hope to do much serious work under such conditions.
Before you dissolve the preparation, I think it would be very desirable
to set aside about 2 mgrs. of the solid preparation for gamma ray tests.